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BOULDER, Colo., Jan. !8 — I 
A Czech-born associate profcs- 
of modem Russian historyj 


was last > s«'en' nine 'months ago.j Mfr 

apparently took nothing with; IHF 
him ana left a mysterious trail. 

faculty members fear that Pro- i ■Ea*:;y fJSfcj 
lessor P.iha may be dead, police Epnljd! 
officials in Boulder and Denver Yreip--** 

and the former president of the ® 

They say they have SDoken 
-to responsible persons in the |||§i§in %» . .ip 
Federal Government who have wHBKfc , ' J 
assured them of the professor’s 'm 

safety. They refused to say, * 

either publicly or privately, 
who their sources were. 

la- Washington, the Federal 1 
Bureau of Investigation, the t 

Central Intelligence Agency and Prof. Thotr 

the State Department all deny — — : — 

knowing anything about the ha* been sold or 
case and suggest it may be a Professor Ri 
local police matter. < Richard E. Hopki 

Professor Riha, born ins says he, i* susf 
Prague, came to the United signatures and t 
States, in 1947. He became a! Though Mr. H 
naturalized citizen, and re- ceived letters sig 
ceived his bachelor’s and mas- 34 Biha,” he s< 
tar’s degrees at the University don’t know whet 
of California si . Berkeley: In from him.” 

1962 he received a doctorate Dr. Smiley, i 
from Harvard University. • of the Universiri 
He taught .at the University . EI Paso. said he : 
of Chicago' and at Marburg Ibe professor’s si 
University,- In West Germany, I consider reliab 
before moving to the University Washington, 
of Coiorado In .1967, , *1 repeat my r 

Disappeared Suddenly 1 can ’t 8X> beyan 
Professof^Riha disappeared t 83 ”*:" he L* ald ’ 


Following his unde’s disap- 
pearance, Mr. . Cervany ' said 
Airs. Galya Tannenbaum of 
Denver, whom he had me 
through Professor Riha, call -v 
him and said that the professor! 
would not be back. He said she 
asked them to . dispose of hisj 
personal effects. 

In the following weeits the 
professor’s car ana hpfi&were 
sold and his furniture -and pa- 
pers transferred to Mrs. Tan- 
nenbaum’s house in Denver. She 
turned over $19,000 worth of 
his small art collection to the 
Denver Art Museum. 

Mrs. Tannenbaura, vvho spent 


more than two years in the 
State Penitentiary at Dwight, 
III., after pleading guilty to 
forgery and embezzlement in 
1959, presented Mr. Cerveny 
with two pistols and said shej 
was a brigadier general in mili- 
tary intelligence. 

| She is now awaiting trial 
Feb. 9 in Denver District Court 
on charges of forging a will 
following the death of Gustav 
F. Ingwersen, 78, a friend who 
died of potassium cyanide poi- 
soning June 1 6. 

The will was witnessed by 
Mr. Cerveny, who later repudi- 
ated it in Denver probate 
court. 

Another friend of Mrs. Tan- 
nenbaura’s, Mrs. Barbara Eg- 
bert, 51, died Sept. 13 of so- 
dium cyanide poisoning. 

Both deaths are listed as 
suspicious by the Denver police 
The professor’s nephew, Zed- and are under investigation. 


United Press International 

Mrs. Galya Tannenbaum 


tered on his university desk' 
where he had been preparing 
his income tax* v 
Only one person has main- 
tained that he has been seen 
since his disappearance the 
weekend of March 15-16. That 
is Mrs. Galya Tannenbaum: ‘ of 
Denver, an ex-convict who says 
she has spoken to him and that 
he is in Montreal 
A number of letters and 
credit cards signed “Thomas 
Riha’ have turned up, and 
much of his personal property. 


